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Dylan Findley 

I see men as trees, walking 
for string quartet and double bass 

Duration: 7 minutes 

Performer Notes: This work features, among other coloristic techniques, strumming. 

Always strum beginning at the bottom string. Though the textures and dynamics 

should allow these parts to come through, performers should be mindful of their 

relative loudness so as to not overshadow the strumming. 

Notes: In a biblical account (Mark 8:22-25), a blind man is healed by Christ in two 

stages. After his first blessing, Jesus asks the blind man if he sees anything. The blind 

person responds: I see men as trees, walking. Then (and only then), Christ finishes 

healing the blind man to full sight.  

This hazy space between petition and the actualization of hoped miracles 

creates a special tension and yearning I invoke through the music. My work calls 

attention to a sparse temporal space and atmosphere from which the music drifts in 

and out of colorful clarity through several textural and contrapuntal soundscapes. 

Underlying these textures is a strumming refrain, first introduced by the viola. Also 

notable are open-string harmonies and quick arpeggiating passages that develop and 

ultimately fuse together in the work. 

This work was written for Quarteto L'Arianna with double bassist Pedro Gadelha 

for the São Paulo Contemporary Composers Festival. 

© 2018 Dylan Findley Publishing 

www.dylanfindley.com 
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